graceful limbs. The devas and all assembled there could not take their eyes off her.
Even Brahma stared at her in deep admiration and appreciation of his own creation.
She was a real beauty-parade containing in every curve of her body, expression
and movement the very quintessence of the pretty and graceful substances of the
three worlds. Kama Deva, who was also there, exulted in the exquisite figure before
his eyes and looked around to see whom he could not subdue with his bow and
arrows. The latter were always capable of creating passion even where ugliness
dominated, for they were capable of making Adharma appear as Dharma and ugliness
as the very embodiment of beauty by blinding the vision and reason and rousing
passion. Madana mused that with the beautiful Tilottama as an ally to his weapons,
he could make any one fall for her, not stopping to think whether she was a sister or
a daughter Looking around, he knew that it was child's play to influence anyone
and every one present there - perhaps excluding Brahma alone, for he had himself
created her and she was therefore his daughter. But that exception itself was a
temptation for him to try his skill. He recollected how he had once before made
Brahma fall in love with Bharati, his own creation. Unwilling to lose this golden
opportunity by delay, he released an arrow, aiming it at Brahma's heart while he
was still admiring his own creation with great pleasure. At the touch of Kandarpa's
arrow, Brahma's heart gave a leap, and a desire to possess Tilottama possessed
him. Losing discretion and all sense of proportion, his look of admiration and filial
affection changed into one of passion and lust which grew in intensity from moment
to moment. Tilottama perceived this sudden change, and sensing disaster, she
changed herself into a deer and capered away at full speed. Blinded by passion
and unwilling to lose her, Brahma also changed himself into a male deer and pursued
her, matching his speed to hers. Immediately, however, Rudra became alerted, and
he went after Brahma in the guise of a hunter armed with his pinaka(bow). Rudra's
spouse Jagadamba also accompanied him in the guise of a huntress. The Vedas
too followed the couple, assuming the shape of dogs. (This is a narrative of what
took place during Chakshushantara of Maha Brahma Kalpa). As Rudra was at the
point of aiming an arrow at Brahma, the latter perceived the danger he was in and
recovering instantly from the effects of Kandarpa's arrows, fell at Rudra's feet seeking
his pardon. As Rudra's arrow had already been poised and must be released on
something or someone, Brahma now begged of him to aim his infallible arrow at
Tripura. He pleaded that he had been blinded by Kandarpa's arrows. He felt
miserable and was filled with remorse. Seeing Brahma thus penitent, and realising
the part played by Vishnu's son Kandarpa, Lord Shiva allowed Brahma to depart in
peace " after expostulating with him on the relative merits of Dharma and Adharma.
Feeling safe now, Tilottama regained her former form and approached her
creator. Worshipping him reverently and in great humility, she said " Order me. 0
Lord, that I may now carry out the mission for which I had been created by thee."
Brahma then blessed her and gave her instructions as to how to bring about the
destruction of the two Danavas Sundha and Upasundha. Tilottama immediately
betook herself to the outskirts of the pleasure-garden of the two danava-brothers.
She created for herself a most charming swing of gold bedecked with flowers; and
swinging on it, she began to sing most enchantingly, displaying all the magical charms
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